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{Back row. from lett] Sensor Minister of State for Depital Development and Information Tan Kiat How and SUTD president Phoon Kok Kwang at the memaorandum of understanding ugning ceremony to launch the
Design x Al x Tech (Cybersecurity] certification programme 3t NTUC Centre on Aug Z9. With them are (seated. from left) Ms Shenn Y. Lee, Asseciation of iInformation Security Professionals executive committes

member; Mr Bernard Menon, director of UPME at NTUC; Mr John Leang. director of SUTD Academy; and Mr Maxim Tint, president of Tech Talent Assemibly. FHOIO ASP

New programme trains non-tech
workers for cyber-security careers

Course aims to train 200,000 PMETs with
registration expected to start in early 2025

Krist Boo
Senivr Business Correspondent

A now course starting from April
2025 aims to help workers with no
technology backy round build new
carcers in cyber security.

The Design x Al x Tech (Cyber
sccurity) cortification programme
aims o train 200,000 profession
abk, managers, exccutives amd
technichans (PMIETs).

Around 60 per cent of Singa
pore’s 2.4 million resident workers
arc PMETs.
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ital Development and Information
Tan Kiat How said demand for
cyber sccurily professionals has
been growing in recenl years,

Full-time cvber security profes
sinnals trigled from 4,000 m 2006
Lo about 12,000 in 2022, he sald in
hix addross to about 100 guests at
the memoramndum of understand
ing (MOU) signing o launch the
programme st NTUC Centre on
Adnig 29,

“I'm confident the number bs
much higher, Our universitics and
pilytechnics are collectively pro
duiing over 900 graduates Il.ﬂh

year” But that is still not enough,
hie said.

*The Government and our train
ing partners are abo helping o
fulfil the manpower demand by
supporting carcer conversion pro
prammes for non cvber profies
sionals to take on cyber security
reales.”

The evber-secunty certification
programme is being developed by
the Singapore Undversily of Tech
nology and Design (SUTD), Na
tional Trades Union Congress
(NTULC), Association of Informa
than Security Professaonals (AST)
and Tech Talent Assemblhy.

Training will take six o 12
mionths to complete, The fees and
the stze of the first intake will be

announced later, with registration
M
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Murmsbenr of ull-time cyter -securily
professionats m 2022, it tripled from
4,000 in 2006

Students can use SkillsFuture
credits to subsidise the fees, while
NTU members can apply for fur
ther subsidies wnder the Union
b | ralning Assisiance Programime

SUTD pressdent Phoon Kok
KEwang highlighted the unbgue
cross discipline design of the new
certification programme, which

wiilll covier “everything from r\-htl

and tech, cyber security oper
ations to risk manapgemene”

Students will be offered imern
uhlp\_ as well as mentors from
SUTDs rescarch contres or indus
Lry panners.

In 2020, the university conduct
ed a separste yearlong pro
gramme for more than 200 cm
ployees from the Cyber Security
Apency of Singaporne

Its iTrust Hescarch Lab, set up in
2002, ix now recogniscd as a leader
in cyber and cyber-physical secur
ity wmescarch, Profcssor Phoon
added

The new programme curmicu
hum includes traming on monktor
ing security threats, leading inc
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Participants will learn to design
and managie seourity measurcs
tallored for operational technolo
gy (UT) environmenis, Cnsuring
that they comply with indusiry
standards and regulatory reguine
I THES.

Students who complete the
Course can cxpect o find roles in
security operation coentres and O7
systems.

The course also offers a chance
s take the Qualificd Information
Security Professional certification
programme offered by AiSE.

Mr Bernard Menon, director of
UPME at NTUL, said the initiative
nol only olfers non tech workers
the opporiunity of a new cancer
but also helps those already inthe
industry to sharpen their skills
and do more for their organisa
thons.

while Al is displacing some tech
roles such as software developers
and data analysts, it has raised the
need for more covber security
workers,

A now ot From recrudtment
consultancy Hays pointcd o an
estimated 35 milion cyber se
curily vacancies worldwide

Faved with budget limits and
high salarics for cyber security
talent, firms arc settling for candi
dates without a tech background
and retraining existing workers (o
il paps.

Only 28 por cent of scouriiy ex
ecutives in Singapore rated their
ability 1o attract these talents
well, compared with 39 per cent
worldwide, the Hays report noted.

M= Sherin Y. Lee, an AiSF exec
utive commitice member, moved
from a hospitality job (o welecom
munications n 2003 amnd joined
cyber- security firm Ensign Info
Security in 2008, where she niow
heads s markcting clloris

She recalled ber initiation into
the tech industry: =1 struppled for
close to a year before even under
stood what 1 was sclling. Buat |
loved the challenge™

She wrpes carcer switchers w
ln1| Iu.unmg andd embirace ambi
puity: "I you ane going Lo survive
in tech, the opportunitics will al
ways be in new start ups that are
bullding and fguring out their
structurcs as they grow.

“Many cyber scourity innova
vions and tech solutions arc orig
nating from Singapore. With this
trendd, it also means that i you
work in a Smgapore-headguar
tered cyber secunty firm, you ae
likely 1o have Lo creale Your own
content from scratch, rather than
adapt from the wechnical content
given by headguarters in the Unit
el States or United Kingdom.™
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